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I. SETTLEMENT PATTERNS OF NEW ENGLANDERS IN 

NORTH CAROLINA 

1600s – 1740s: 

Coastal Carolina, particularly New Hanover, Bladen (Columbus), Carteret Counties 

Charles Towne on the Cape Fear River was the first overseas effort to colonize the 

Carolinas after the 1663 Carolina grant from Charles II to the eight Lords Proprietors. 

As early as 1662, William Hilton had explored the Cape Fear River (briefly called the 

Charles River) for the Adventurers about Cape Fayre, a group of Puritans from the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony. Following Hilton's favourable report, the Puritans sent a 

colonizing expedition early in 1663 that remained only a short time. 

Meanwhile on Barbados, which was already plagued by overcrowding, the 

Corporation of Barbadian Adventurers petitioned the Lords Proprietors for 

permission to settle in Carolina. Hilton, having shifted his base to the Caribbean 

colony, set forth again in August 1663 for the Carolina coast. Although there was 

greater interest in the more southerly Port Royal Sound area, on 29 May 1664 John 

Vassall landed a colony of Barbadians and New Englanders on the Cape Fear, founding 

Charles Towne. The settlement was included in the newly formed Clarendon County, 

with Sir John Yeamans of Barbados as governor and Vassall as deputy governor. The 

two earliest governmental documents for Carolina, the Declaration and Proposals of 

1663 and the Concessions and Agreement of 1665, were developed essentially for the 

promotion and governance of Charles Towne. 

Lake Waccamaw: Charles II originally granted this land to one of the Lord Proprietors 

who made individual grants to those willing to settle there. These very large grants 

were divided among heirs and new settlers. By the mid-18th century, few of the early 

settlers or their descendants were left around the lake area. They were replaced by 

people such as John Powell, who brought cattle from Virginia to settle his grant of land.  
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Many connections through Barbados: 

The Barbados National Archives is a very useful source of information for persons 

conducting genealogical research. The Archives houses parish documents such as births, 

baptisms, marriages, deeds and wills. Some of these documents date back to the early 

settlement days of the 1600s.  The collection also includes manuscripts, letters, reports, 

books, maps, charts and photographs. Much of the collection is stored in environmentally-

controlled buildings to ensure long term preservation.  

The Barbados Museum, located at the Garrison, is housed in the former British Military 

Prison. The prison, whose upper section was built in 1817 and lower section in 1853, 

became the headquarters of the Barbados Museum and Historical Society in 1930.   It 

houses a reference library which is available for research on the island's history and 

genealogy: in particular, there are a large number of family files. 

In particular see Church records (chiefly Anglican, but also Quaker) and probate records. 

1740s – 1840s 

Interior North Carolina: Rutherford County, and along Virginia border 

1840s on: 

Less dependent on geography 

II. IDENTIFYING MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN 

GENEALOGICAL RECORDS 

LOOK FOR THE BEST CANDIDATE 
Review the family tree that you created using a five generation chart or genealogical 
software program. Who are the best candidates? Generally speaking, here are some 
geographical hot and cold spots for Mayflower ancestry: 
 

Generation Years (approx.) Hot Spots Cold Spots 

1-5 1600’s-1740’s • Plymouth County, MA 

• Barnstable County, MA 

• New London, CT 

• Rhode Island (Little Compton area) 

• Coastal Maine 

• Essex County, MA 

• Quebec and Atlantic Canada 

• Hartford, New Haven, 
and Fairfield, CT 

• Providence, RI 

6-10 1750’s-1880’s • Western Massachusetts 

• Midwest States (Ohio, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana) 

• New York State (not NYC) 

• Vermont and Maine 

• Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 

 

11-15 1880’s-present • Less dependent on geography • Less dependent on 

geography 
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Generations 6-10 - Geography Plays a Big Role in the Hot Spot Regions 

New England 

While there is no one-stop-shop for 
vital records, here are a few resources 
that will direct you to record 
collections, by state, county, or town - 

• Genealogist’s Handbook for New 

England Research, 6th ed. (NEHGS, 

2021) 

• Red Book: American State, County, and 

Town Sources, 3rd ed. (Ancestry Publishing, 2004) 

• The Source: A Guidebook to American Genealogy, 3rd ed. (Ancestry Publishing, 2006) 

• Family Search Wiki: FamilySearch.org/wiki 

Study Projects 

Scholarly study projects are helpful because they often contain cited and peer reviewed 

material. Therefore, researchers can trust the information included in the following: 

• Great Migration Study Project - Robert Charles Anderson - The Great Migration Begins: 

Immigrants to New England, 1620-1633 (3 vols., Boston: NEHGS, 1995); The Great 

Migration: Immigrants to New England 1634-1635 (7 vols. to date; Boston, NEHGS, 1999-

2011); The Pilgrim Migration: Immigrants to Plymouth Colony, 1620-1633 (Boston: NEHGS, 

2007) The Winthrop Fleet: Massachusetts Bay Company Immigrants to New England, 1629-

1630 (Boston: NEHGS, 2012); The Great Migration Directory (Boston: NEHGS, 2015) The 

Great Migration Newsletter, vol. 1-25 (1990-2016) 

• Early New England Families Study Project - Alicia Crane Williams - Early New England 

Families (2 vols. to date; Boston, NEHGS, 2015).  Also available at AmericanAncestors.org as 

an updated database 

• Maine Families in 1790 - Ruth Gray - Maine Families in 1790 (12 vols. to date, Camden, 

ME, Picton Press, 1988; after Picton’s demise, published by Maine Genealogical Society) 

• Early Vermont Settlers to 1784 Study Project - Scott Andrew Bartley - Early Vermont 

Settlers to 1784 (1 vol. to date; Boston, NEHGS, 2017 - Vol. 1—Southern Windsor County ) 

Also available at AmericanAncestors.org as an updated database 

• Western Massachusetts Families in 1790 Study Project - Helen Schatvet Ullmann, 

Western Families in 1790 (3 vols. to date; Boston, NEHGS, 2017) Also available at 

AmericanAncestors.org as an updated database 

• New Hampshire Families in 1790 - Diane Florence Gravel and David Watson Kruger, 

New Hampshire Families in 1790 (1 vol.; Concord, New Hampshire, New Hampshire Society 

of Genealogists, 2007) 

Scholarly Journals 

Like study projects, scholarly journals are helpful because they often contain cited and peer 

reviewed material. Researchers can trust the information included in the following: 

• The New England Historical and Genealogical Register, vol. 1- (1847- ) From its 

State Year Civil Records began 

Connecticut 1897 

Maine 1892 

Massachusetts 1841 

New Hampshire 1866 

Rhode Island 1853 

Vermont 1857 

New York 1881 
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beginning the Register has been the most scholarly and important genealogical journal on 

both the New England and the national level, thanks to many decades of consistently high-

quality editorship. Its hallmarks are compiled genealogies (for up to five generations) of 

colonial New England families, English origins articles, transcriptions of original records, 

and methodological articles. 

• Mayflower Descendant, vol. 1- (1899-) First published by George Ernest Bowman, MD 

is a highly regarded scholarly journal on Mayflower and related families, their English origins, 

and their lives and places of residence in America, from the earliest settlements to their 

migrations north and westward.  

• The American Genealogist, vol. 1- (1922- ) Begun by Donald Lines Jacobus as the New 

Haven Genealogical Magazine (changing to the present title in 1932), TAG, as it is known, 

devotes the majority of its space to high-quality, problem-solving articles that focus primarily 

on New England families.  

• The New England Quarterly, vol. 1- (1928- ) is primarily an historical and literary 

magazine. It is useful for background and context, and may contain articles of interest in 

certain instances. 

• The Connecticut Nutmegger, vol. 1- (1968- ) has been the “journal of record” of the 

Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc. for 40 years.  

• Rhode Island Roots, vol. 1 (1975- ) When Rhode Island Roots began publication in 

1975, the publication served both as a newsletter for the newly formed Rhode Island 

Genealogical Society (RIGS) and as an aid to careful genealogical research. While it was short 

and unsophisticated in design, Roots was a serious publication assembled by people with 

considerable genealogical experience.  

• The Maine Genealogist- vol. 1 (1977- ) Published since 1977, The Maine Genealogist is 

the quarterly journal of Maine Genealogical Society, founded in 1976. Beginning as a 

newsletter for the society, the publication evolved into The Maine Seine, published until 

1990. The title was changed to The Maine Genealogist in 1991, and each issue, now 48 

pages, contains scholarly articles on Maine families, emphasizing the solving of long-standing 

problems and primary source documentation.  

Generations 1-5 - Well Documented Families 
• Mayflower Families through Five Generations (aka silver books) and Mayflower 

Families in Progress (pink books) - The Silver Book project, originally known as the 

Five Generations Project, traces the descendants of the Mayflower passengers with 

known descendants through five generations (Fletcher, Mullins and Tilley excluded). 

The aim of the project is to bridge the research gap between Plymouth Colony’s 

beginnings and Revolutionary times for researchers. This research relies on original 

material, and has been vetted by expert genealogists.  Most of the Silver Books have 

been published as a single volume. Those covering Pilgrims with a large number of 

descendants, have been published as multi-part sets. 
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✓ Contact GSMD 
Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Australia 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

D.C. 

Delaware 

Europe 

Florida 

Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New 
Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming

About General Society of Mayflower Descendants (GSMD) 
themayflowersociety.org 

• Founded in 1897 
• Members must be bloodline, lineal descendants 
• Can join under any of the passengers (see list below; bold is head of household) 
• Library in Plymouth, MA (Open 10 to 3:30 Mon thru Fri, year-round) 

John Alden (16) 
Isaac Allerton (17) 
Mary (Norris) Allerton 
Mary Allerton 
Bartholomew Allerton 
Remember Allerton 
John Billington (21) 
Elinor Billington 
Francis Billington 
William Bradford (22) 
William Brewster (24) 
Love Brewster 
Mary Brewster 
Peter Browne (7) 
James Chilton (15) 
Mrs. James Chilton 
Mary Chilton 

Francis Cooke (12) 
John Cooke 
Edward Doty (11) 
Francis Eaton (9) 
Samuel Eaton 
Sarah Eaton 
Moses Fletcher (none) 
Edward Fuller (4) 
Mrs. Edward Fuller 
Samuel Fuller (son) 
Samuel Fuller (10) 
Stephen Hopkins (6) 
Elizabeth (Fisher) 

Hopkins 
Constance Hopkins 
Giles Hopkins 
John Howland (23)* 
Richard More (15)† 

William Mullins (16) 
Priscilla Mullins 
Degory Priest (8) 
Thomas Rogers (19) 
Joseph Rogers 
Henry Samson (20) 
George Soule‡ 
Myles Standish (14) 
John Tilley (23)* 
Joan (Hurst) Tilley 
Elizabeth Tilley 
Richard Warren (18) 
William White (13) 
Susanna (Jackson) White 
Peregrine White 
Resolved White 
Edward Winslow (25) 

NOTE: All state societies are slightly different (different fees, different order of 
completion, etc.).  
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III. SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN THE STATE OF 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 

MAYFLOWER CUP 

A work of detailed craftsmanship, the twenty-inch-tall cup was placed on display in the Hall of History 
(it remains on display today in the third-floor case of the Archives/State Library Building). Atop the 
cup is a model of the Mayflower; around its original black Belgian marble base is a band of sterling 
silver.  As additional winners names were added over the years, it became necessary to add new bases 
to provide space for engraving.  In 1931, as in succeeding years, a replica cup was presented to the 
winner. The original large cup and 12 small replicas were handmade of pure silver by William Waldo 
Dodge, Jr., and his assistants in his shop at Biltmore Village: most of the assistants were disabled 
veterans of the World War.  The cost of the cup exceeded $400, with an additional cost of $100 for 
the base and glass case.  After the shop closed, it was difficult to find any shop willing to make them.  
On one occasion six were made in Mexico from a sample sent there, and were presented to the 
Mayflower Society by the President of Mexico.  The cups were very heavy. 

The original guidelines, little changed over the years, called for the cup to be presented “to the 
resident of the State of North Carolina who during the preceding twelve months ending November 
1st shall have published an original work of outstanding excellence, which in the opinion of the 
Board of Award, hereafter specified, shall appear to have been the most deserving of recognition.” 


