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~ “ASK THE EXPERT: USING OBCGS RESOURCES”
Nancy Manning, OBCGS Historian/Genealogist

Using examples from the Alexander family and other WNC
residents,

»Learn about several resources available in our library

»Learn how to search for information using our online card
catalog

»Learn how to obtain information available in our library but
not on our website
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128 Bingham Road, Suite 950
Old Buncombe Cou nty Asheville, NC 28806
Genealogical Society

Home About Us - Library ~ Books For Sale - Research Resources + Contact Us - Member Resources & Login

= 6,500+ volumes in library

= Family History and Local History vertical files

= Maps of local area, including original Sanborn maps of Asheville
= 51 School Yearbooks

= 72 Asheville City Directories, 1884-2006
= Electronic records



— Electronic R(WZTS//

* County Home Cemetery - records from the Buncombe County home for the poor

e E-Books-cemetery books, church histories, family genealogies, government records
e Family History Files - scanned copies of our paper files by surname

e First Families of Old Buncombe County - scanned copies of paper files by surname
e Library Collections - scanned copies of papers from specific personal collections

e Military Records - scanned copies of books, lists of servicemen, etc.

e Obituary Collection - scanned copies of newspaper obituaries you can search by name

Electronic records available by subscription to members & non-members
https://www.obcgs.com/member-resources/
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HOW DO WE SEARCH FOR ANSWERS?

® OBCGS Card catalog search identifies many possible sources.
® Check sources held in our library

e Search other online sources for genealogical information

DEMONSTRATION ON OBCGS WEBSITE
SEVERAL QUERY SEARCHES AND RESULTS



—
/Card Catalog Searches on OBCGS website
QUERIES

* What information do you have about the Alexander family?
» I am looking for information about James Alexander?

* Do you have information about Presbyterian churches in WNC during
1800s?

»Is there a Presbyterian Church & cemetery in Swannanoa area?



e

[s there a marriage record for Harriet Alexander in 1860s?

[s there a marriage record of Grace Green in 1860s?

Search: Buncombe County Search in Subject tab: Marriage

Title = Author Last Name « Title = Author Last Name ~
Title Author Last Name Title Author Last Name
1600 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY NC JOHNSON BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: FEMALES 1851-1937 A-K = OBCGS
1800-1840 US CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY, NC UsGov BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1958-1989 OBCGS

1610 CENSUS FOR BUNCOMBE COUNTY WOOLEY BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1982-1987 OBCGS

1620 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY: 1820 FEDERAL CENSUS OF NC VOL VIl BUNCOMBE COUNTY ~ POTTER BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1976-1981 OBCGS

1840 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY NC BISHOP BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1970-1975 OBCGS

1850 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY NC BISHOP BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1962-1969 OBCGS

1850 US CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY, NC Us Gov BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1950-1961 OBCGS

1860 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY NC BISHOP BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1935-1949 OBCGS

1670 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY NC BISHOP YANCEY COUNTY NORTH CAROLINA MARRIAGES BY BRIDE MUSE

1880 CENSUS BUNCOMBE COUNTY NC BISHOP BUNCOMBE COUNTY MARRIAGE REGISTER: MALES 1990-1993 REGISTER



Marriage record for Harriett E. Alexander

Buncombe County Female Marriage Index 1851-1937 A-K

MARRIAGE REGISTER
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Marriage record for Grace Green
Buncombe County Female Marriage Index 1851-1937 A-K
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Sarah Mashburn who lived in Andrews, NC?¢

Show v entries

Title &

Title

1840 CHEROKEE, NC FEDERAL CENSUS

1924 BAKER ROLL-FINAL ROLL-CHEROKEE, NC

ABSTRACTS OF WILLS OF SOUTH CAROLINA

ALABAMAVOLUNTEERS IN CHEROKEE DISTURBANCES & REMOVAL

ALLOWAY HISTORY OF A STRANGE FAMILY, THE

ALLOWAY HISTORY OF A STRANGE FAMILY, THE

BACKTHEN MEMOIRS OF FLOSSIE MURRAY PHOENIX

BUFFALO BAPTIST CHURCH - GAFENEY, SC

BUIONMILLER ROLL PLUS OF EASTERN CHEROKEE EAST AND WEST OF MISSISSIPPI 1909
BUSHWHACKERS- THE CIVILWARINN CVOL 2 THE MOUNTAINS

Author Last Name = Author First Name -

Author Last Name

CABE
BLANKENSHIP
MOORE
GREGATH
ALLOWAY
ALLOWAY
PHOENIX
MORGAN
BLANKENSHIP
TROTTER

Author First Name

DAWN
BOB
CAROLINET

HAROLD JAY
HAROLD JAY
FLOSSIE MURRAY
DENNIS

BOB

WILLIAMR

Search: Cherokee

Show v entries
Title &
Title
CAROLINA GENEALOGIST, THE

CERTAIN MOUNDS IN HAYWOOD COUNTY NC

CHEROKEE AND HIS SMOKY MOUNTAIN LEGENDS, THE

Cherokee and Pisgah National Forests Greystone Quadrangle Tennesee and North Carolina
CHEROKEE ARTIST DIRECTORY 2001, THE

CHEROKEE BY BLOOD

CHEROKEE BY BLOOD - RECORDS OF EASTERN CHEROKEE ANCESTRY

CHEROKEE BY BLOOD - RECORDS OF EASTERN CHEROKEE ANCESTRY

CHEROKEE BY BLOOD - RECORDS OF EASTERN CHEROKEE ANCESTRY

CHEROKEE BY BLOOD - RECORDS OF EASTERN CHEROKEE ANCESTRY

y family story is that we have Cherokee ancestors. Are there records for

Search: Cherokee

Author Last Name = | Author FirstName »

Author Last Name

WARREN
HEYE
FITZGERALD
Uspl
DUNCAN
JORDAN
JORDAN
JORDAN
JORDAN
JORDAN

Author First Name

MARY BONDURANT
GEORGEG
MARYN

BARBARA

JERRYWRIGHT
JERRY WRIGHT
JERRY WRIGHT
JERRY WRIGHT
JERRY WRIGHT



/ Sarah A. Mashburn application

Cherokee By Blood Records of Eastern Cherokee Ancestry
in the U.S. Court of Claims 1906-1910 Volume 1 Applications 1 to 1550

L
T — (See Application #200883), and similar states in  other i
i SAHAL A, MASHBEUREN, Andrevs, K. C, cations. Sarah A. Mashburn imn an affidavit states ay Tn‘Ln
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Db - Foindester e — telozier who vhen I wns a child, We came to Swain Co. from Cherokeg
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Do you

0 you have information on Jerry Smith, an enslaved African
American who lived in Asheville area between 1800-18207?

Show entries Search: African American
Title ~ Author Last Name <« = Author First Na
BIBLIOGRAPHIC CHECKLIST OF AFRICAN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS HENRITZE BARBARAK
EARLY BUNCOMBE COUNTY MORTH CAROLINA AFRICAN AMERICAN MARRIAGE RECORDS 1814-1868 DOCKERY PATRICIA REES
FREE AFRICAN AMERICANS OF MARYLAMND & DELAWARE HEIMEG PAUL
GOMNE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN - DePRATTER CHESTER B.
AFRICAN AMERICAN CEMETERIES ON THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT, PARRIS ISLAND, SC
HSITORY OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN NORTH CAROLIMNA, A CROW JEFFREY .
ILLINOIS GENERATIONS ATRAVELER'S GUIDE TO AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE PERRY RICHARD
LAY DOWM BODY - AFRICAN AMERICAN CEMETERIES WRIGHT ROBERTAH
LHF - African American Awards Banguet OBCGS
LHF - African American Community OBCGS

LHF - African American community, Haywood co., NC OBCGS



—— Deeds and court records - Jerry Smith

Buncombe County Court Records

January 1802 January 1803
bn motion of Jos. Spencer on the petition of Thomas Forster, to this Court to have A deed from Benjamin Griggory, to Jerry Smith for
his negro man slave [erry Smith emancipated and set free, for his meritorious 100 acres of land was acknowledged in open court

services: The Court proceeded to take the petition under consideration, & do and ordered to be registered.

adjudge and decree, that the said Jerry Smith, is a fit person to be set free, and
emancipated: Therefore ordered by the court, that the said Jerry Smith, be

e Are there other records on the Buncombe
County Register of Deeds website?

Buncombe County, NC Register of Deeds - Drew Reisinger

emancipated and set free, for his meritorious service with all the advantages and B e e e
envoluments which it is in the power of this Court to grant, during his the said Quick Name Search (Tl A
Jerry's natural life: and that the Clerk of this Court do issue a licence or Certificate o sz 2nd ks
the said |erry Smith for his freedom accordingly. CJEnable AutoComplete
Last / Firm Name u ] Begins With ~ | First Name JERRY
Name Type Any v Index Type Al v Date

Sort by: Date Ascending | | Search (Directory) || Search (All Maiches) || Begin New Search
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Land Grant 09 July 1808 Bk 7/Page 688

https://registerofdeeds.buncombecounty.org/External /LandRecords/protected /v4/SrchName.aspx

Date Filed Index Type Grantor Grantee

I 01/01/1803 DEE GREGGORY, BENJAMIN SMITH, JERRY

2 07/09/1808 DEE NORTH CAROLINA STATE OF NO ~ SMITH, JERRY
1694

STATE OF N CND 1694

i "
*‘ | /%’o *//f%(/[fm% m //A/W \
,u/ 2l wlnw “mlwwz}:/zwwf,%@
( J{‘TJ 1’[ Wi 14:7

i T AAMJU Mﬂ:%{/éwﬂf‘/wﬂ /
s dM%MM il 4 ﬂ/’ mw{, W#/ww/fﬂ,j}- Lilsnd. Oy f-

A6

R Ao RTE b i 7

50 ACRES HOMINY CREEK j\Mm M ol 44@ 4¢ s )ﬁ/y ‘ M // ' *
ol 1 W”d/wm»«wﬂflw* fza LAM@W«W Mol |

i __ | (‘ 4“.1
“ ﬁ*’”&/ﬁ“rﬁm b %”‘”M ﬂ” I’WMJMM ,.f latho L g
wMMM/mmA /M}W{ MWJ /M] ﬂ(l I',/_t -

.J




OBCGS ASSISTED RESEARCH

Contact Us ~

Home About Us + Library ~ Books For Sale ~ Research Resources Member Resources & Login

IN THIS SECTION

Card Catalog Search

@ Returnto Library

Assisted Research

Periodicals List

Assisted Research

OBCGS ASSISTED RESEARCH

Old Buncombe County Genealogical Society will provide research assistance to those who are not able to visit our
library. This assistance includes the following: DONATE

Since OBCGSis a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,

+ A simple look-up - we consider a simple look up as something we can find in our library by using a single book. your donation will help us continue our mission of

Please submit a written request for the information with this form - Assisted Research Request Form and follow
the instructions on the form. This is a free service.

Providing a copy of a single page from a book, a single obituary, etc. via postal mail for a flat fee of $4.00. Please a
written request using this form Assisted Research Request Form and following instructions for mailing with a
check or money order. For electronic payment through PayPal (you can use your own credit card there as well)
follow the instructions on the form.

Provide copies of multiple pages from a book with a limit of 10 pages for $8.00, mailed in advance with a check or
money order using this form Assisted Research Request Form or via PayPal following the instructions on the form.

Post queries in our quarterly journal A Lot of Bunkum. The request should be written by the client in letter format
and is subject to the approval of the Editor. This is a free service for members. The charge for non-members is
$3.00 submitted in advance with a check or money order.

education in genealogy and local history.

Donate
2 o] - el

LIBRARY HOURS

At this time, we're open by appointment only. If you
want to schedule some time to conduct research,
please call us (828-253-1894) or go to our CONTACT
page and send a message. Our new hours for

appointments and phone calls are below:



—
HOW TO ASK OUR EXPERT

OBCGS ASSISTED RESEARCH SERVICES

o —

Information at https://www.obcgs.com/library/research/
® A simple look-up in a book

® Copies of a single or multiple pages

* For a simple request, call the library and the docent of duty can help

Can submit a form with query by mail or by email to info@obcgs.com
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WHAT SHOULD A QUERY INCLUDE?

o —

e AS MUCH AS YOU KNOW ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY OR LOCATION.
e THE INFORMATION YOU ARE SEEKING

Examples: marriage record, deed, will, history of a specific church or
school.

e BROAD QUERIES WON'T RESULT IN HELPFUL ANSWERS
Examples: What information do you have on the Alexander family?

Do you have information about Presbyterian churches in the
area during the 1800s?

= Answers would be very general, showing many books and documents
which may or may not contain information you are seeking.



VISIT OUR LIBRARY AND WEBSITE
FOR YOUR OWN IN-DEPTH RESEARCH

o —

e Limited appointments are available to visit the library Wed-Sat, 10 am-2 pm

To schedule appointment—-call library at 828 253-1894 or email info@obcgs
Covid precautions are being followed.

® A docent will be present to assist you in finding information.

® Ancestry, Newspapers and Fold-3 websites are available on a library computer.

e Monitor OBCGS website for new material: divorce and church records will soon
be posted in Electronic Records

® Buncombe County Court Records, Volume 3, 1822-1832, to be published soon
e Family History Special Collections (Ashe, Cannon); others available in next few months
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