
“ASK THE EXPERT: USING OBCGS RESOURCES”
Nancy Manning, OBCGS Historian/Genealogist

Using examples from the Alexander family and other WNC 
residents,
Learn about several resources available in our library
Learn how to search for information using our online card 

catalog
Learn how to obtain information available in our library but 

not on our website



 6,500+ volumes in library
 Family History and Local History vertical files
 Maps of local area, including original Sanborn maps of Asheville
 51 School Yearbooks 
 72 Asheville City Directories, 1884−2006
 Electronic records



Electronic Records
 County Home Cemetery − records from the Buncombe County home for the poor

 E-Books−cemetery books, church histories, family genealogies, government records

 Family History Files – scanned copies of our paper files by surname

 First Families of Old Buncombe County – scanned copies of paper files by surname

 Library Collections – scanned copies of papers from specific personal collections

 Military Records – scanned copies of books, lists of servicemen, etc.

 Obituary Collection – scanned copies of newspaper obituaries you can search by name

Electronic records available by subscription to members & non-members
https://www.obcgs.com/member-resources/



HOW DO WE SEARCH FOR ANSWERS?
OBCGS Card catalog search identifies many possible sources.
Check sources held in our library
Search other online sources for genealogical information

DEMONSTRATION ON OBCGS WEBSITE 
SEVERAL QUERY SEARCHES AND RESULTS



Card Catalog Searches on OBCGS website
QUERIES

 What information do you have about the Alexander family?
 I am looking for information about James Alexander?

 Do you have information about Presbyterian churches in WNC during 
1800s?  
Is there a Presbyterian Church & cemetery in Swannanoa area?



Is there a marriage record for Harriet Alexander in 1860s? 

Is there a marriage record of Grace Green in 1860s?

Search in Subject tab: MarriageSearch: Buncombe County



Marriage record for Harriett E. Alexander 
Buncombe County Female Marriage Index 1851-1937 A-K



Marriage record for Grace Green
Buncombe County Female Marriage Index 1851-1937 A-K



My family story is that we have Cherokee ancestors. Are there records for 
Sarah Mashburn who lived in Andrews, NC? 



Sarah A. Mashburn application
Cherokee By Blood  Records of Eastern Cherokee Ancestry 

in the U.S. Court of Claims 1906-1910    Volume 1   Applications 1 to 1550



Do you have information on Jerry Smith, an enslaved African 
American who lived in Asheville area between 1800-1820?



Deeds and court records − Jerry Smith
Buncombe County Court Records

January 1802 January 1803
A deed from Benjamin Griggory, to Jerry Smith for 

100 acres of land was acknowledged in open court 
and ordered to be registered. 
 Are there other records on the Buncombe 

County Register of Deeds website? 



Land Grant 09 July 1808  Bk 7/Page 688
https://registerofdeeds.buncombecounty.org/External/LandRecords/protected/v4/SrchName.aspx



OBCGS ASSISTED RESEARCH



HOW TO ASK OUR EXPERT
OBCGS ASSISTED RESEARCH SERVICES

Information at https://www.obcgs.com/library/research/
 A simple look-up in a book
 Copies of a single or multiple pages
 For a simple request, call the library and the docent of duty can help

Can submit a form with query by mail or by email to info@obcgs.com 



WHAT SHOULD A QUERY INCLUDE?

 AS MUCH AS YOU KNOW ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY OR LOCATION.
 THE INFORMATION YOU ARE SEEKING

Examples: marriage record, deed, will, history of a specific church or   
school.

 BROAD QUERIES WON’T RESULT IN HELPFUL ANSWERS
Examples: What information do you have on the Alexander family?

Do you have information about Presbyterian churches in the 
area during the 1800s?

 Answers would be very general, showing many books and documents 
which may or may not contain information you are seeking.



VISIT OUR LIBRARY AND WEBSITE
FOR YOUR OWN IN-DEPTH RESEARCH

 Limited appointments are available to visit the library Wed-Sat, 10 am-2 pm  
To schedule appointment−call library at 828 253-1894 or email info@obcgs 
Covid precautions are being followed.

 A docent will be present to assist you in finding information. 
 Ancestry, Newspapers and Fold-3 websites are available on a library computer.
 Monitor OBCGS website for new material: divorce and church records will soon 

be posted in Electronic Records 
 Buncombe County Court Records, Volume 3, 1822−1832, to be published soon
 Family History Special Collections (Ashe, Cannon); others available in next few months
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